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(Sri. R. Shanmukhasundaram Chettiar, Madras.)

3. The Existence of God Supreme (continued).

Establishing thus that the Universe is a
reality with change as of its central factor,
Saint Meikandar proceeds to find proof of the
existence of God, who is the instrumental cause
of the Universe. He begins with the hypothesis
that the Absolute Being, in whom the Universe
has dissolved itself, is the cause for its creation,
and other processes. Sivajnana Munivar in
explaining the truth of this hypothesis frames three
syllogisms, the first of which runs as follows:—

-What is non-existent cannot be brought into being,
The Universe is brought into being,

Therefore, the Universe is not non-existent.

This syllogism is sought to prove that the
Universe is eternal in the sense that it endures
without an end. ‘God is eternal, but every
migrating soul is co-eternal with Him.’ The
Universe may also be said to be infinite in
Hegelian sense, though finite in the more
customary interpretation. J.S. Mackenzie observes
that ‘according to the Hegelian conception, a
circle or other curve ghat .returns into itself is
the true type of jnfmity. On this interpretation
what is infinite %&y _be quite definite, and it
is not easy to see how, on any other interpreta-
tion, a definite meaning can be given to it.
Before the introduction of Einstein’s theory of
the spatia-temporal system, it was difficult to
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understand how the material Universe could be
thought of either as finite or as infinite. # 3% % %
But the idea of the curvature of space enables
us to regard it as infinite’” The Buddhists pos-
tulate that this changing ‘world emanated from
blank vacuum, and that in the process of change
the decay of an object is the cause of the
formation of another object.

It is an established principle in Saiva-
Siddhantha that out of nothing, nothing comes.
This is called SATKARYAVADA, the principle
of ‘Exnihilo nihil fit.” Swedenberg (1688 -1772)
also says that ‘from’ absolute nothing, nothing
comes "into 'existence.” If it is not admitted that
products pre-exist potentially before creation, a
pot cannot be evolved from clay. The Universe
is evolved from the premordial principium or the
permanent substance lying back under it and it
cannot be said to have emerged from it. A sharp
distinotion made between the expressions ‘emerge
and ‘evolve’ is. worthy of note. Mr. Mackenzie
states in his COSMIC PROBLEMS that ‘“when
anything is said to ‘emerge’, this is generally
understood to mean that it was already present
before it came out.”’ In digging -a - well, when
a rock is removed, the water [underneath it
springs up. Water is here said to have ‘emerged’.
It - was. already present upderneath the rock and
it appears new in its true shape and form. But
‘evolving’ is different. An object is said to have
<emerged’ when the material, other than casual
enclosing it has been removed. It s -said to
have :been ‘evolved’ when the matemal which
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was hiding it, is itself the inherent cause of
the effect. Two causes are generally spoken of
in respect of an effect. They are inherent and
instrumental causes. The instrumental cause
includes an agent who occasions an object into
being and the implements used for its production.

The Universe has the primordial principium
or MAYA as its inherent cause. An inherent
cause is the subtle embodiment of all the collec-
toin of energies of the product to be evolved
out of it. In Maya the collective energies. of
the Universe lay already and the Universe has
been evolved out of this Maya. In other words,
the Universe has been pre-existent in Maya and

has only been regenerated by evolution and it
is not created out of nothing.

Saint Meikandar too proceeds to state that
the Universe was evolved by God. He postulates the
hypothesis that without an artificer or agent, no
material object can be produced. Sivajnana Munivar
here again employs another syllogism to explain
the existence of an agent and it runs as follows:

A reality which is becoming has an operator,
The Universe is a reality which is becoming,
Therefore, the Universe has an operator.

Still another syllogism he frames to prove that the
operator is God, the Disposer of all, in whom
the Universe is dissolved. It is given hereunder,
The ground, where an object is dissdléed,
is the place from which it (object) regenrates, =~
The Universe is dissolved in God, the Disposer of all,

Therefore, the Universe regenerates from @God,
the Disposer of all, '

(To Continued)
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(Sri S. Kannuswamy Pillai, B.A., Dharmapuram
Adheena Vidwan.)

- SH R

[Tillai is the Blinding tree (Excoecaria agallocha). A
forest of Tillai trees on the banks of the present Coleroon
went originally by the name of Tillaivanam, When the
temple of Natarajar, Lord of Dance, was founded therein
-perhaps the oldest temple in South India - Tillaivanam came
to be ocalled Koil (Temple) and later on Chidambaram. All
the temple duties and services connected with the presiding
Deity, Natarajar, were, from days of yore, being performed
by a seot of Three Thousand people, who were called the
Three Thousand of Tillai or the Tillai~-Vazh-Anthanar,
The term Anthanar in Tamil denotes the virtuous souls full
of the milk of human-kindness, the quality divine. It has
later on been applied to denote the truly religious Brah-
mans who never swerved from the path of virtue and who
were the very embodiment of graceful kindness ]

The Tillai-vazh-Anthanar are the ordained
officiating priests and servants of the Great Lord
of ‘Dance. They are the greatest of the great.
Scrupulously do they adhere to upright conduct.
Devotion to the Feet of the Lord was their
daily ‘tapas, the outcome of their ever-growing
kindness.

Deck and don the Lord with the costliest
of jewels and clothes, garland Him with the
daintiest of flowers, chant and sing His praise
and grace, perform without fail His daily puja,
and celebrate the annual festivals with great eclat
— these and the sacred rituals and ceremonials
connected therewith constitute their sacred Duties
end Serices; and they are peformed duly and
devotedly by these virtuous souls.
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With virtue as their sole reward and the
benignant shower of His Grace on all the souls
of this mundane world as their aim, they tend
the three (Vedic) fires, pursue the path of righte-
ousness and study the four great vedas and the
six vedangas. Indeed, they shine with righteous

splendour as the accredited devoted "servants of
the Lord of Dance.

Their descent is flawless and their conduct
ever upright. By practising the six 'kinds of
occupation pertaining unto them, they drive
poverty and sorrow not only from themselves
but also from this world. Holy ashes, they
deemed their greatest wealth; Siva’s Infinite

Grace is the greatest earthly gift, they are
after. Noble Souls!

Clearly do they know the four paths of
salvation and they excel in pursuing them. Gifts
they give and .tapas they perform adequately.
They are always, champions of rectitude and
shortcomings they have none. Surely, they have
no future births. Honour and patience are the

two sterling qualities the world adore and these

qualities form the main-stay of the house-hold
life they lead.

- Pride they have nome. Filled with gracious
kindness to one and all, they are the true Divine
Brahmans; the noble band of Three Thousand.
Fortunate in having secured the right of service
to the Lord of the Universe, even in this. life,
thay have no further salvation to seek, They
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are ‘equal to :themselves in .greatness and so,
are they pre-eminent.

Nambi sang the immortal poem *“Tiru-Thonda-
Thogai” which is looked upon as the spiritual
‘éssence of the sweet and graceful Tamil the
classical language of the South! He sang the
same at the behest of Thiagarajar, the Lord of
Arur, who hinted the first line ¢Tillai-Vazh-
Anthanartham Adiyarkum Adiyen” (I am the
devotee of the devotees of Tillai-Vzah-Anthanar.)
Such is their unique greatness! Need we add that
words fail naturally to add anything more?

Hail, Tillai-Vazh-Anthanars, the highest of
the high in this wide wide world! Live they
long and shine forth with splendour praising
the incomparable Dance of Universalism.

It will be in the fitness of things to end
‘their theme, with a translation of the first two
wverses. of the Purana, a translation from the
‘mighty pen -of the illustrious soul of Saivaism,: the
Ma hmanted J. M. . Nallasami Pillai. |

"O thou, the Be;\nmng the dedle, leltle's-Lxmlt

The Light and the wisdom &nd ail things manifest,

The indivisible one, th& Feémeale and the Male

.Glory, Glory to Thy Dance in-Tillai, the intellectual
Regmn of Umversahsm

0, Thou, the Light from which speech and thought ’h};nhi!ot
The very Form of Grace '
The wonderful Presence, the crown resting on the rare vedasiral
In the beautiful Chit Sabah of Chit Parvyoma
Thou doth dange delightedly; Glory Glory to Thy
.tinkling Foot.”



VEDAS & SAIVA AGAMAS

The only real books are the Vedas and Saiva
Agamas. All other books are derived from these.
These two books were eternally revealed by the
perfect God. Of these, the Vedas are general and
‘given out for all; the Agamas are special and revealed
for the benefit of the blessed, and they contain the
essential truth of the Veda and Vedanta. Hence

all other books are Purvapaksha and the Sivagamas
alone form the Siddhanta.
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Religiohs and postulates and text books are
various, arfl conflict one with another. It is asked
which is the true religion, which the true postulate
and whighfthe true book. That is the true Religion,
postu]afe and book, which not conflicting, with thé
or that(f comprices reasonably everything within 3
0w f Hence all these are comprised by the

s and Saiva Agamas. And these two latter
re imbeded in the sacred Foot of Hara. .
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